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Overview of Student Visa Changes to Assist International
Education Sector
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On 16 December 2010, the Minister for Immigration and Citizenship, Chris Bowen, and the
Minister for Tertiary Education, Senator Chris Evans, announced a strategic review of the
student visa program and package of measures to ease the pressure on the international
education sector.
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Certificate Level Vocational Education and Training courses
The department has updated its policy to reflect amendments implemented within the
vocational education and training (VET) sector regarding the certificate level courses.
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From today, VET (subclass 572) visa applicants who are assessment level 4 may undertake
a package of certificate level courses to meet requirements for the grant of a visa.
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Applicants can package up to four certificate level courses, which total at least one year’s
duration, where one element is a certificate IV level course. Previously for these applicants,
it was a requirement that the certificate IV alone was of at least one year’s duration.
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Prepaid formal boarding fees
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Implemented immediately, the department will refine policy on the assessment of tuition and
boarding fees by student visa processing officers. This will encourage providers to separate
the boarding component of fees prepaid by students from the tuition fees so that prepaid
boarding fees can be counted towards the students’ cost of living requirements.
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New statistical publication
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The Ministers have committed to improve information exchange between the government
and the sector.
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The first initiative, an in-depth statistical publication on the student visa program will be
available on the department’s website from January 2011. This publication will be updated on
a quarterly basis.
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Changes to assessment levels
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Assessment levels (ALs) are a risk management approach applied to all student visas,
determining the amount of evidence visa applicants need to supply and the level of scrutiny
with which their claims are assessed.

BALVEAE AL — R X I AR 2SO M WS B B, B UUE 1 2IE HE AN F e et
UEBIRERE LA B P o AAT T FR U i 7 3 21 ) R A A

From April 2011, ALs will be reduced, so that 38 countries will have their assessment level
lowered across one or more subclasses. A full list of the proposed changes is included
below.
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Frequently asked questions
I

General

—f i

I am an international student studying in Australia, do these changes affect me? When
do these changes take place?
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No. These changes will only affect new student visa applications made after the
implementation dates as outlined below.
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Measures Date of implementation
Flexible assessment of certificate level 16 December 2010
vocational education and training courses

Separate assessment of prepaid boarding 16 December 2010
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New quarterly student statistical publication January 2011

Changes to student visa ALs April 2011

Review of the student visa program Reporting to government mid-2011
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Are there any other changes to migration legislation or policy regarding student visas
that will occur shortly?
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Legislation and policy is subject to change from time to time and may not be announced in
advance. Students and their agents should regularly check the department’s website for
updated information.
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Strateqic review of the student visa program
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The minister announced that a strategic review of the student visa program will be
conducted. | would like to contribute to this review. How do | contact the review
body?
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Michael Knight AO has been appointed to undertake a strategic review of the student visa
program, reporting to government in 2011.

More information on the review and how to contribute your views will be made available on
www.immi.gov.au shortly.
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Certificate level vocational education and training courses
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| was granted a student visa with a package of courses that included a certificate level
lll course and a diploma, do I still have to study the diploma course?
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people our business


http://www.immi.gov.au/

You should continue to study the package that you presented for your student visa
application as a certificate level 11l course by itself does not meet the requirements for the
grant of a student visa.
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I lodged my student visa application for a vocational education and training visa

before 1 January 2011. My application is still being processed. Can | change my
courses now that | can study all certificate level courses?
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Yes. You should contact your case officer if you would like to consider changing your
packaged courses.
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I’m an education provider, what can | do to assist assessment level 4 students who
want to study certificate level courses?
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When providing confirmation of enrolments for two or more certificate level courses, you will
need to ensure that the total period of tuition is at least 52 weeks and it includes a course at
the certificate 1V level.
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Prepaid formal boarding fees
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| am attending high school and have prepaid part of my formal boarding fees. How
will this affect the amount of money | must show the department?
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The amount you have prepaid will be deducted from the total amount of living costs you must
demonstrate to the department. The living costs amount is currently $AUD18 000 a year.
The evidence you must provide to meet the financial requirement is determined by your
assessment level.
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| will be in a homestay arrangement. | have paid three months in advance. Can this be
counted towards my living costs calculation?
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No. This change only applies to visa applicants who are in formal boarding arrangements.
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| have already paid a bond and three months’ rent on an apartment. Can this amount
be counted towards my living costs calculation?
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No. This change only applies to visa applicants who are in formal boarding arrangements.
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I’m an education provider, what can | do to assist students who have prepaid boarding
fees?
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Where students prepay formal boarding fees, you need to provide them a formal receipt
and/or a copy of the contract. This is to assist the department with assessing the living costs
calculation.
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You should also ensure that boarding fees are not included as part of the tuition fees you
enter on the confirmation of enrolment (CoE) or letter of offer. This will ensure that the correct
amount of tuition is calculated.
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Questions in relation to issuing CoEs should be directed to the PRISMS Help Line at the
Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR).

Telephone: 02 6240 7647
Email: prisms@deewr.gov.au

W GRS R BN B CEE, HRRRB AR E . A5 %< R/5 (DEEWR)
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HiE: 02 6240 7647

BB prisms@deewr.gov.au

Changes to assessment levels
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Which visa subclasses and countries will be lowered?
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There are 38 countries that will have their assessment level lowered across one or more
subclasses. The full list of the countries and sectors that will have their AL reduced is
included below.
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The assessment level for my nationality will change in April 2011. Should | wait to
lodge my student visa application?
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The proposed assessment level changes may benefit some students in terms of evidentiary
requirements, however, it won’t change the outcome for genuine student visa applicants.
The department encourages students to continue with their current study plans.
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Where can | find information on existing student visa assessment levels?
FAT AR B ARAB AT K A AR T RAE B ?

The department publishes an information sheet, entitled Overseas Student Program -
Assessment Levels. This information sheet was formerly known as Form 1219i. ltis
available from the department’s website at: www.immi.gov.au/allforms/pdf/assessment-levels.pdf

BRI T —MERE, 2N QEIMEETH —ZAE ) « X0ME B ER 2 PLET R
FATHIN 12191 4% . A &FEZ M A : www.immi.gov.au/allforms/pdf/assessment-
levels.pdf
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These changes will come into effect in April 2011. Applications received before that date will
be processed on the basis of current ALs.
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Country of Citizenship Education Sector UPDATED AL
[ £& HE R BRI UETE Al
FH
Argentina Subclass 573 — HigherEd
B4R 3 573 RS AEZRF - M5 E 1
Bangladesh Subclass 573 — HigherEd
VIEDA 5T3 RHF AR - Mm% 8 E 3
Belize Subclass 573 — HigherEd
B 2% 573 RF AR - %A 2
Bolivia Subclass 573 — HigherEd
Tk ) 24 7 573 R AELAE - B E 2
Bosnia-Herzegovina Subclass 572 - VET
P30T JE AN J8 ZE FF4ETIR 572 A ZIE - BV E 5851 2
Bosnia-Herzegovina Subclass 573 — HigherEd
Y AT 6 A B S E S 573 RE AR - %8 A 2
Bosnia-Herzegovina Subclass 575 - Non-Award
% 17 2 VAN B ZE BF AT 575 R AELRE - JE7 I IRIE 2
Cambodia, the Kingdom of Subclass 571 — Schools
LRIES 571 5 A 5AIE - 2R 3
Cambodia, the Kingdom of Subclass 572 - VET
LRGeS 572 KRR - WV EE 550 3
Cambodia, the Kingdom of Subclass 573 — HigherEd
ERGES 573 RSB0 - M5 A 3
Cambodia, the Kingdom of Subclass 575 - Non-Award
ERLES 575 3 2ELEZAIE - AR R 3
China Subclass 573 - HigherEd
[ 573 REAZIE - mEHE 3
Colombia Subclass 575 - Non-Award
AHE LA 575 2 25F - AR kA 1
Costa Rica Subclass 573 — HigherEd
EHITIA N ST3 KA - %A 1
Croatia Subclass 570 — ELICOS
7 % HL 570 85 A S5AIE — S i R AL PRAR 2
Croatia Subclass 572 - VET
5 HAE 572 K2 2000F - BV E 555 2
Croatia Subclass 573 — HigherEd
2 HL T ST3 KR - Mm% HE 2
Croatia Subclass 575 - Non-Award
B H T 575 J 2 A ZAIE - AR DR AR 2
Ecuador Subclass 571 — Schools 2
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Ecuador Subclass 575 - Non-Award

Jo.JKZ /K 575 Z 5 R AT — AR TR AR 2
El Salvador Subclass 570 - ELICOS

KR L2 570 2 A2 Z5AIF — BRI i s A R 2
El Salvador Subclass 572 - VET

5 R ILZ 572 2 Z5E - OV EE 55 2
El Salvador Subclass 573 — HigherEd

[ 573 2R F - 5 E 2
El Salvador Subclass 575 - Non-Award

R TL2 575 24 Z4IE - JE2E DT R FE 2
Fiji Subclass 575 - Non-Award

B30 575 82 ZAIE - AR R AR 2
Fmr Yugo Rep of Macedonia Subclass 575 - Non-Award

I Hoifij 575 ZSZ R 5ATE — AR TR AR 2
Guatemala Subclass 570 - ELICOS

JER:IETE A 570 22 A2 Z5AIF — BRI i s A R 2
Guatemala Subclass 571 — Schools

JER:EUE A 571 2R Z0E — 2t it 2
Guatemala Subclass 572 - VET

JER: R VA 572 Fe2p A Z5E - OV EE 55 2
Guatemala Subclass 573 — HigherEd

JERI U E A 573 2 FETF - 5 HE 2
Guatemala Subclass 575 - Non-Award

JER:EUE A 575 2R ZAE — AE 22 TR AR 2
Honduras Subclass 570 - ELICOS

LA iy 570 & AR ZEIF — BRI E aR A IR AR 2
Honduras Subclass 571 — Schools

LR 571 J82FHE200F - AR 2
Honduras Subclass 572 - VET

BRI 572 2 2500 - BOL#E 555 2
Honduras Subclass 573 — HigherEd

BRI 573 R2EHEZE - W5 E 2
Honduras Subclass 575 - Non-Award

aga SR ] 575 24 ZAIE — JE2E DT IR FE 2
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Country of Citizenship Education Sector UPDATED AL
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India Subclass 573 — HigherEd
B 573 R AEZIF - M E 3
Iran Subclass 575 - Non-Award
B 575 2 Z5E - AR kA 2
Israel Subclass 575 - Non-Award
DL 575 2 250E - AR kA 1
Jamaica Subclass 573 — HigherEd
3NN 573 RHF AR - %A 2
Jordan Subclass 572 - VET
Y1 H. 572 5 Z50F - RV E 5851 2
Kazakhstan Subclass 573 — HigherEd
U et 573 KB - M5 E 2
Kiribati Subclass 573 — HigherEd
B H 5T3 RHF AR - Mm% E 2
Lao Peoples Democratic Rep Subclass 575 - Non-Award
ZHd 575 2 25F - AR kAR 2
Lithuania Subclass 573 — HigherEd
AR 573 KA B - M5 A 1
Malawi Subclass 573 — HigherEd
i g 573 K% AL - M A 2
Papua New Guinea Subclass 573 — HigherEd
SR PINSRIA 573 RE AR - %8 A 1
Philippines Subclass 575 - Non-Award
JEHE TR 575 ZKAFLEZF — R T RS 1
Russian Federation Subclass 573 — HigherEd
2 573 RSB0 - M5 A 2
Russian Federation Subclass 575 - Non-Award
el 575 2 25F - AR kA 2
Solomon Islands Subclass 571 — Schools
PR T TRER 571 KA Z500F - H2E i 1
Solomon Islands Subclass 573 — HigherEd
P 1R 5 573 RS20 - M5 A 1
Solomon Islands Subclass 575 - Non-Award
AR TS 575 2 250F - R kAR 1
Syria Subclass 573 — HigherEd
AU 573 RE AR - S8 E 2
Taiwan Subclass 572 - VET
=) 572 KA 550E - B E 555 1
Thailand Subclass 575 - Non-Award
R 575 2 25F - R kA 1
Tonga Subclass 573 — HigherEd
i 573 KA - Mm% AE 2
Turkey Subclass 575 - Non-Award
+HH 575 K= A2 ZEF - JF 2 IR AR 1
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Vanuatu Subclass 571 — Schools

FLE% T A 571 825 EZAE - 2t e 1
Vanuatu Subclass 573 — HigherEd

FLES R ] 573 J2HE0F - 5 E 1
Vanuatu Subclass 575 - Non-Award

FLE5B 575 Z 5 R AT — AR TR AR 1
Venezuela Subclass 573 — HigherEd

ZE N Hii i 573 R AEZF - BEHE 1
Venezuela Subclass 575 - Non-Award

Z2 N Hii i 575 24 Z4IE - JE2E DT R FE 1
Yemen Subclass 573 — HigherEd

] 573 2R F - 5 E 2

The Minister for Immigration and Citizenship has signed a new legislative instrument that
specified an updated list of the types of courses that correspond with each subclass of visa.

B IRAK CEE 7 — WO RVER SR, SRR SR 5500 S A UE A 2R H 5 7 U HT

The reason for this change is to align migration legislation with the Australian Qualifications
Framework (AQF) and the Commonwealth Register of Institutions and Courses for Overseas
Students (CRICOS).

Y HY IR Fh AR Ak AT 2 A S 7 KR SV A% B2 R % 15 B KR 2 T R AR A 28 (T fT R
AQF) Ko RV B FS B HE SO A0 27 A B 8 SRRV B (JECAIFR CRICOS) AH—EL,

This will come into effect on 1 January 2011 with the following changes:

THNX L 2011 4F 1 A 1 HiEZAER

1. Renaming the Diploma and Advanced Diploma courses under Subclass 572 (Vocational
Education and Training Sector) to : Vocational Education and Training Diploma and
Vocational Education and Training Advanced Diploma
¥ 572 K AEZE (RN FE 5D LR (Diploma) Mgk &Rk

(Advanced Diploma) iz % NERMLEE S58IERICHE (Vocational Education
and Training Diploma) FIBNLHE 5IIREKERCHE (Vocational Education and
Training Advanced Diploma)

2. Specifying two courses under Subclass 573 (Higher Education Sector) : Higher
Education Diploma and Higher Education Advanced Diploma
FUE T A IRFE R AR IR 573 KA ZE (RSB HTIFE, —RERSFHELTH
X4E (Higher Education Diploma) , A—RERmEHERE LR CE (Higher
Education Advanced Diploma)

3. Removing three obsolete courses under Subclass 572: Certificate, Advanced
Certificate and Associate Diploma. These courses have not been specified under the
AQF or CRICOS since 2005.

HWOH T 572 AR T =R ORI BFHEF (Certificate) , BMZETFHES
(Advanced Certificate) M#EERIICHE (Associate Diploma) . X =5 H 2005
FEALHNTE AQF Al CRICOS AR T .
Subclass 572 visa holders granted prior to 1 January 2011 who are studying HE Diplomas
and HE Advanced Diplomas either as a single course, or in a course package, will be
unaffected by this change.
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572 REEAZIE I m S E TRCE (Higher Education
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